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UNIT TITLE:  	Social Research Methods
LEVEL:  	Three	
CREDIT VALUE: 	3				
UNIT CODE:	TBC
UNIT TYPE: 	Ungraded


(Access/A2)
This unit has 3 learning outcomes.

	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA


	The learner will:

	The learner can¹:

	1. Understand social research methods
	1.1. Demonstrate an understanding of sociological research methods and terminology

	2. Consider classic and contemporary sociological research studies
	2.1. Critically evaluate the methodology employed by at least two published sociological studies

	3. Understand how to design a sociological research study
	3.1. Design a research proposal in an area of Sociology of your choice, justifying the methods used





	
Indicative Content²:

LO1: Terminology discussed may include, but is not limited to; validity, reliability, positivism, interpretivism, qualitative, representative sampling, generalizability, pilot study, triangulation, ethnography, longitudinal research, variables, participant/non participant, Hawthorne Effect etc.

LO2: requires the student to engage with, and critically evaluate, two published sociological studies; one classic, one contemporary.

LO3: requires the design of a research study proposal, paying particular attention to justification for methodology used in relation to results expected.
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¹ Insert additional rows if more Assessment Criteria are required to evidence a Learning Outcome
² Provide guidance in terms of recommended curriculum content
Recommended Assessment Method(s):
Recommended Assessment Method(s)³:

			Methodology

	Insert √
	Methodology
	Insert √

	Essay


	√
	Tutor Observation
	

	Presentation


	√
	Experiment
	

	Report


	
	Practical Demonstration
	

	Exam


	√
	Other (provide details in additional details box)
	Work book



	Additional Details:

In generating evidence to meet the Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria for the unit a number of possible options might be used (either discretely or together as separate assessment/assignment tasks within an overall assessment plan).  

Essays and presentations allow for evidence of the development of structured ‘overall’ analysis in response to the Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria.  

Exams, either in the form of a seen ‘timed essay’ in class under controlled conditions on a previously set question or on an unseen paper on a question or series of questions might also be appropriate.  

A workbook containing a series of short tasks in relation to each Learning Outcome and Assessment Criteria, or even one which builds to more substantive tasks might also be used in generating assessment evidence for some or all of the Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria.  

However, in setting the appropriate task(s) it should be remembered that the unit, and therefore the task (or tasks) yields 3 credits and as such should represent the product of 30 hours of student work (including both classroom and independent study).   A general guide, in terms of overall word count would set this unit at between 1500 and 2000 words (adjust down where a presentation is used as a partial assessment).  However, the evidence for all Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria must be paramount in deciding the appropriate means of assessment.

















³ One or more of these methods may be employed in evidencing the Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria for the unit.  However, please note that these methods do not preclude other means of evidencing Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria and are only RECOMMENDED means of assessment
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