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Clarification 
 
At this time year we often get enquires about the age limits for stu-
dents wishing to enrol on Access courses. This Briefing provides 
clarification on the issue. 
 
The QAA places NO age limit restrictions on applicants to Access 
courses. Some of you with long memories may recall a time, at least 
a decade ago, when there were age restrictions of 21yrs and then 
19yrs, however these restrictions were dropped in order to comply 
with age discrimination legislation. 
 
Funding can be a potentially restricting issue for colleges funded by the Skills Funding Agency 
(SFA) and the Educational Funding Agency (EFA). Please be aware that the SFA will only pro-
vide funding support for those who are 19yrs +, and eligible applicants may only apply for Ad-
vanced Learner Loans if they are also 19yrs+.  However the EFA will fund applicants under the 
age of 19 to study on an Access course in ‘exceptional circumstances’.  
 
There is no definition of what these ‘exceptional circumstances’ might be but LASER takes this 
to mean circumstances where the applicant can clearly demonstrate that an Access course 
would be better suited to their circumstances. This might include: 
 
 Living arrangements (being independent) 
 Health issues that make it difficult for them to pursue other qualification routes 
 Other personal circumstances that make taking an Access course more appropriate 
 
A further consideration to bear in mind if admitting a student below the age of 19 is whether 
their chances of being accepted by a university might be adversely affected by their relative 
youth compared other Access applicants. Some universities are reluctant to admit younger 
learners via the Access route unless there are very clear and compelling reasons as to why 
they have chosen this option as opposed to other qualification routes. 
 
The net result of this is to leave admissions decisions to individual colleges and centres. 
 
If you have any further queries please contact the Access office using the contact information 
below. 

T: +44(0)1227 811827 
W: www.laser-awards.org.uk 
E: accessenquiries@laser-awards.org.uk 
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