
Welcome to the first edition of our Access to Higher Education Update  for 2015/16, specifically designed for 

colleagues in an admissions role within Higher Education Institutions. We hope you will find this update to be a  

useful resource relating to Access to HE Diplomas, and especially in supporting your application and results 

process for Access students. 

Significant changes to the national specifications of the Access Diploma were implemented during the academic 

year 2014-15, and with that in mind we include a ‘refresher’ on the key points of the QAA Access Diploma 

Specification in this issue along with information on Access to HE’s inclusion in the UCAS Tariff for entry into HE 

from September 2017 and Awarding Body Linkage. 

If you or your colleagues have any queries arising from this publication, please use the contact information at 

the end of this update to contact a member of our dedicated Access Team. 
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For the first time Access 

Diploma results including unit 

grade profiles were transmitted 

to universities via the UCAS 

Awarding Body Linkage scheme 

for 2014-15.  

This puts Access Diplomas on an 

equal footing with other major 

national qualifications. If your      

organisation experienced any 

problems when receiving 

results for Access applicants, 

please contact us using the 

details at the end of this 

update.    

LASER will continue to provide 

its results service for 2015-16 

for subscribing universities 

whereby access is granted to       

admission staff to search for 

individual student results on the 

LASER Quartz Awarding            

Organisation Database. 

For entry into HE from September 2017 the Access to HE Diploma will become 
part of the new UCAS tariff.  

After a long period of review and development, a methodology has been 
developed and approved to include Access to HE within the UCAS tariff giving 
the qualification parity with A Levels and other qualifications. 

The methodology treats the Access to 
HE as equivalent in size to 3 A Levels 
for calculation purposes only. This 
means that points (and therefore 
equivalence) can be calculated for all 
combinations of grade profile. 

A full breakdown of all the 
combinations and their associated 
tariff points can be found on pages 72-
77 of the following document: https://
www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/new
-tariff-tables.pdf 

 

QAA will be updating their ‘Guide for Admissions Staff’ and LASER will distribute 
copies of this electronically, as soon as it becomes available. 

 

Access Diplomas and the new UCAS Tariff 

Access & UCAS 

Awarding Body Linkage 

Diploma Specification - key features 

From 2014-15 the Access to HE Diploma specification was changed by QAA, the 
key features of the specification are: 

 

 Access to HE Diplomas are achieved by gaining 60 
credits, of which; 

 There are only 45 graded credits—which must 
come from academic subject content; 

 The remaining 15 credits are ungraded (they may 
be academic subject or study skills units); 

 Students must be registered to the specific units 
they are taking within 12 weeks of the start of their course (pro rata for part
-time students); 

 No certification will be given beyond 60 credits; 

 GCSE Equivalence no longer available within Access to HE Diplomas. 

 

The QAA publish a number of documents giving more 
information on grading and framing offers and full 
details of the updated specification is available in the 
HE Admissions Toolkit. 

 

https://www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/new-tariff-tables.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/new-tariff-tables.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/new-tariff-tables.pdf
http://www.accesstohe.ac.uk/AboutUs/Publications/Pages/presentation-for-admissions-staff.aspx


What can we tell you about our students? 

Access students bring a wealth of 

experience and enthusiasm when 

applying to HE, but to underpin this 

LASER has developed a framework 

for the courses it validates so we 

can confidently assert that a 

student who has studied a LASER 

Access to HE Diploma course has 

followed a programme that is 

academically robust, and also 

ensures that students have the 

underpinning skills they will 

need to make them successful 

undergraduates. 

Having consulted extensively 

with both HE and FE 

colleagues, 2 key areas that are 

included in all our diplomas 

are: 

1. Independent Academic Study 

(IAS) All students must 

undertake a minimum of 6 

credits from IAS units. This 

requirement is in recognition of 

the importance placed by 

universities upon the ability of 

students to undertake 

independent study in preparation 

for undergraduate study. The aim 

of the LASER independent study 

units is to allow students to 

develop and utilise a range of 

academic skills to engage with a 

substantial body of academic 

knowledge. 

2. Examination Practice 

Whilst experience of exams is 

expected as part of our diplomas, 

from 2016/17 all LASER Access  

Diplomas will include  a  

Diploma Validation Panel Members Needed 

As part of the Quality Assurance process for the validation of diplomas, all submission documents 

must be scrutinised and reviewed by an external panel. LASER operates a physical panel meeting 

system for new validations and a virtual ‘on-line’ process for re-validations. The purpose of the panel 

is to approve one or more Access to HE Diploma titles as being fit for purpose for a 5 year period 

subject to annual external moderation and review. 

A crucial element of both processes is review by HE practitioners and LASER has a number of contacts who regularly assist 

with panels but we do need more people to call on. We try to keep requests for panels to a minimum and in the case of a 

full validation, papers are circulated prior to the meeting and generally a half  to full day is required to attend the meeting 

(based on number of titles).  

For re-validations ‘on-line’ papers will be sent along with a link to a survey to complete within a given timeframe (usually 2-

3 weeks). 

If you would like further information, or to sign-up as a panel member, the Panel Guidelines can be downloaded HERE or 

email Nicola, n.chamber@laser-awards.org.uk 

minimum requirement for both 

formative and summative 

examination practice. As will be 

expected of students in 

HE ,exams will be offered in a 

variety of formats, open book, 

unseen, vive voce, etc. 

Alongside the above, learners will 

have experienced a wide range of 

assessment methods and will 

therefore be thoroughly prepared 

for the challenge of studying at 

degree level. 

Access students benefit from 

developing a wide range of study 

skills as part of their course from 

referencing to presentations. 

If you would like to find out more 

click on the links below: 

LASER Access to HE Framework 

IAS Units Guidance 

LASER Examination Policy 

http://laser-awards.org.uk/uFiles/file/Access Files/2015-16 Download Documents/AVPG Validation Panel Guidelines.pdf
mailto:n.chambers@laser-awards.org.uk?subject=Panel Member Enquiry HE
http://laser-awards.org.uk/uFiles/file/Access%20Files/2015-16%20Download%20Documents/The%20LASER%20Access%20Diploma%20Framework%2015-16%20v2a.pdf
http://laser-awards.org.uk/uFiles/file/Access%20Files/UNIT%20BANK/2015-16/FINAL%20IAS%20and%20EIAS%20Guidance%20Notes%20SH%20and%20DG%20Edit.pdf
http://laser-awards.org.uk/uFiles/file/Access%20Files/2015-16%20Download%20Documents/Examination%20Policy%20for%20Access%20to%20HE%20Diplomas.pdf


 

Contacts us at LASER 

If you would like further information 

about any of the articles featured in this 

update or have any other queries about 

Access to HE, please contact one of the 

LASER Access Team: 

Sue Martin 

Access Development Manager 

E: s.martin@laser-awards.org.uk  

T: 07900 265803 

Ken Duckett 

Access Quality Manager 

E: k.duckett@laser-awards.org.uk 

T: 07900 265802 

David Gittins 

CEO 

E: d.gittins@laser-awards.org.uk 

T: 01227 811827 

 

 

The LASER Annual Access to HE Conference will take place on Friday 8 July 2016, 10am—4pm, Friends House, Euston Road, London.  

The agenda is being finalised and will be circulated in the New Year but we can reveal that the focus of the event will be grading. 

Access to HE Conference 2016 - hold the date! 

Access Practitioner Group (APG) Meetings provide an opportunity for staff working in 

colleges as tutors and managers to come together and share views and discuss best 

practice across the region, there are members of the LASER Access Team present and 

colleagues from HE are very welcome to attend these meetings as a way to engage further 

with Access and network with colleagues from FE. 

Dates for the Spring 2016 APGs: 
 

 Monday 7 March, 12.30pm, Bedford College (a light lunch will be provided) 

 Tuesday 8 March, 2pm, West Kent College, Tonbridge  

 Friday 11 March, 12.30pm, Southampton City College (a light lunch will be  available) 

 Tuesday 15 March, 10am, Bracknell & Working College, Bracknell  

 Thursday 17 March, time tbc, City College Brighton  

 

If you or a colleague would like to join us, please contact Sue Martin, Access Development 

Manager on 01227 811827 or email: s.martin@laser-awards.org.uk  

Access Practitioner Group Meetings (APGs) 

Upcoming Events 
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mailto:s.martin@laser-awards.org.uk?subject=APG%20Meeting%20(HE)
http://www.laser-awards.org.uk
mailto:s.martin@laser-awards.org.uk?subject=HE%20Access%20Update

