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Access news and views from your AVA, Laser Learning Awards 

Teaching Bursaries & Funding 

Following a national advertising campaign entitled ‘Get Into Teach-

ing’ the subject of  teaching bursaries was raised at the last round 

of Access Practitioner Group Meetings (APGs) and a request was 

made for more information. Unfortunately for our current Access 

students, the funding is only available for graduates who have al-

ready achieved a degree (at 2:2 or above) so it is targeted at post-

graduate teacher training. The scheme offers varying bursary 

amounts depending on subject area and previous achievement. 

Undergraduate trainees are supported by student loans, however 

for undergraduate trainees on courses in maths and physics that lead to QTS a £9,000 bursa-

ry is available. For more information on becoming a teacher, students can find details at: 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/  
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LASER Access Conference 7th July 2017 

The LASER conference takes place on 7th July in 

London at Woburn House in Tavistock Square. 

Places are still available at the early-bird rate of 

£60 and there is an offer on to ‘buy 3 places get 1 

free!’ for centres to send teaching teams.  

Please do come along to this annual event - there 

is always lively debate, excellent networking and a 

good lunch! See page 3 for more details. 

For further details contact Georgia,  

g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk or call 01227 811827 

Using the flexible LASER Level 2 Progression Qualifications 

for Pre-Access courses 

The subject of fundable Pre-Access qualifications is something that 

comes up frequently and we have recently circulated an update for cen-

tres to highlight what is available (please contact the Access office if you 

have not had a copy of this). The suite of LASER Level 2 Progression 

qualifications (Award, Certificate & Diploma) are eligible for Adult Skills 

funding under Local Flexibility rules for 2017-18. So if you like the com-

plete flexibility offered by the Progression Qualifications to design a course to meet your stu-

dent’s needs then they can form the basis for a Pre-Access course. Click on this link for details 

of the LASER Level 2 Certificate in Progression (1) on the SFA Hub or HERE for the full de-

tails on the LASER website. 

(1) Paste into your browser if  link does not work: https://hub.fasst.org.uk/Learning%20Aims/Search-results/Details/Pages/Key-and-Aim-details.aspx?

UODID=6005024X&ty=1617&SearchOrigin=Basic 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/
mailto:g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk
https://hub.fasst.org.uk/Learning%20Aims/Search-results/Details/Pages/Key-and-Aim-details.aspx?UODID=6005024X&ty=1617&SearchOrigin=Basic
http://laser-awards.org.uk/content2.asp?id=150
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/
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Subject Specific Pre-Access Qualifications 

If you would like to offer a subject-based Pre-Access route, the LASER Level 2 Certificate Skills for Working in 

Health and Social Care Professions (1) is fundable and provides an ideal basis for students looking to progress in a 

range of health and social care professions. 

For students interested in academic subjects away from the health sector, LASER 

is pleased to offer an alternative qualification via OCN London (ONCL). The 

ONCL Level 2 Certificate in Skills for Further Study in Humanities and Social Sci-

ence is available for LASER centres to use – registration and QR liaison is com-

pleted through LASER to ensure continuity for your centre. Contact Sue Martin at 

our Access Office for further information. 

(1) Paste into your browser if  link does not work: https://hub.fasst.org.uk/Learning%20Aims/Search-results/Details/Pages/Key-and-Aim-

details.aspx?UODID=60162090&ty=1718&SearchOrigin=Basic 

 

For more information on any of the above, please contact the Access Office. 

‘The evolution of FELTAG’ - an update report from JISC 

Following on from the FELTAG report of 2014, JISC have published an updated view including interviews with 

senior leaders, case studies of effective practice and guidance to show how the original report 

is transforming the learner’s experience https://www.jisc.ac.uk/reports/the-evolution-of-feltag. 

There are a range of further links throughout the report giving access to a range of ideas and 

resources. 

The case studies highlight that collaborative working between providers and support from 

senior management and governance teams is key and there are a wide range of options to 

engage learners digitally. 

Whilst it is acknowledged that staff and students have different levels of digital literacy skills, as technology is fur-

ther integrated into daily life it is increasingly expected that it will feature in the learning journey. 

Feedback shows blended learning aids flexibility in the classroom and enables learners to catch up with missed 

material. The Report is organised into helpful practical sections:  

 Delivering a relevant digital curriculum. 

 Assessment and Feedback. 

 Engaging learners in digital development. 

 Develop learners’ employability. 

 Supporting students and staff. 

 Delivering a robust flexible digital environment. 

There is a discussion topic on the FELTAG update on our LASER Access to HE Forum 

http://laserawards.freeforums.net/thread/14/evolution-feltag (see article below on how to 

sign-up) if you have any thoughts, examples of good practice or questions on this to 

share with other Access practitioners, and blended learning will be the focus of one of 

the conference workshops. 

https://hub.fasst.org.uk/Learning%20Aims/Search-results/Details/Pages/Key-and-Aim-details.aspx?UODID=60162090&ty=1718&SearchOrigin=Basic
https://hub.fasst.org.uk/Learning%20Aims/Search-results/Details/Pages/Key-and-Aim-details.aspx?UODID=60162090&ty=1718&SearchOrigin=Basic
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/reports/the-evolution-of-feltag
http://laserawards.freeforums.net/thread/14/evolution-feltag


When haven’t we been uncertain but perhaps now things are more uncertain than 

ever? This year’s conference will bring an update from Nic Dakin, who may or 

may not be an MP after June 8th. Nic gave an entertaining and informative over-

view of life in Parliament at last year’s conference.  

Post-election and post-Brexit … what lies in store for Further Education? There 

will also be the Access to HE Student Prizes, an update on the NCOP (National 

Collaborative Outreach Project) and workshops on blended learning, social depri-

vation and learning and marketing Access to HE. The early-bird booking fee of 

only £60 per delegate has been extended until June 23rd and forms can be down-

loaded from the LASER website: or email Georgia, g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk 

Students from a number of courses, Including Access 
to Science, Access to Criminology & Forensic Science, 
Access to Health Studies and HE Animal Management 
took over the Conference Hall at Chichester College on 
Wednesday 26 April, to showcase their research in a 
Science Exhibition. 
 
The students displayed projects for their subject areas 
and were on-hand to speak to visitors about their      
findings. The displays included projects on biodiversity 
and biomolecules. 

Graeme Elliott, biology lecturer at Chichester College and organiser 
of the exhibition, said: “The College has a strong focus on STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) subjects and this is 
just one of the ways we can demonstrate what we do. 
 
“The exhibition forms a big part of the students’ courses, as they 
present their research projects on A2-sized posters and explain the 
work they’ve done.” 
 
The exhibition was a great success with a large number of visitors 
and is growing year-on year. 

 
The UK Parliament Week festival is scheduled to take 
place 13-19 November this year and there is a free kit 
available to organisations to get involved! Events and 
activities can be big or small, open to the public or held 
privately. It could be a great opportunity to get Access 
learners involved in raising awareness of Parliament 
and UK democracy. 

You can register for a kit at www.ukparliamentweek.org 
and you don’t need to specify your plans to register so 
you could get a kit and then see what ideas students 
come up with! 

This could form a very useful activity for Access Hu-
manities students……………... 

UK Parliament Week  

Science in the spot-

light at Chichester 

College 

‘Access to HE in an age of uncertainty’ The Laser Access to HE Conference 2017 

http://laser-awards.org.uk/content2.asp?id=56
mailto:g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk
http://www.ukparliamentweek.org
http://www.ukparliamentweek.org/


 ACCESS ASSORTMENT 

APG Follow-up 

The updated APG discussion documents and 

the Standardisation Commentaries from the 

meetings in March have been circulated to  

Access contacts – if you didn’t receive a copy – 

contact the Access office and they will forward 

them. 

Welcome 

The LASER Access Team are delighted to  

welcome a new face to the team, Georgia 

Smith joined following Kinsey’s departure in 

March and she is settling in to the new role. As 

well as covering enquiries and registrations, 

Georgia is involved in communications for   

Access so will be a regular name in your      

inboxes! 

We would also like to welcome a recognised 

contact in a new role! Alan Myles will be known 

to many as one of our wonderful team of      

External Moderators, and we are happy to   

confirm that Alan is working with us as the   

LASER NCOP Project Co-ordinator. 

Annual Summary Review Packs 

Apologies these are being circulated a little  

later than usual, however the packs will be      

arriving with Access Co-ordinators and Access 

Managers in early June. 

Unit Bank – Biology Update 

Following review, the updated Biology units will 

shortly be available on the LASER Resource 

Centre – if you don’t have a password contact 

the Access office, and then login here: http://

laser-awards.org.uk/loginuser.asp click Access 

to HE Resources and then Unit Bank. Re-

sources are being reviewed and uploaded reg-

ularly so please check it out. 

Quartz Web - User Manual 

This has now been updated and will be with 

you shortly – it will also be available to      

download from the website. 

End of Year 

Final Awards Boards date confirmation and end 

of year packs have been sent to all centres. 

This pack includes pro-forma agenda/notes and 

the checklist – if you haven’t received yours, 

please contact the Access office and they will 

re-send. 

LASER working with NCOP Project 

The ‘National Collaborative Outreach Programme’ is a two year hefce funded 

initiative that ‘aims to increase the number 

of young people from disadvantaged  back-

grounds in higher education by 2020’. As 

stated in our January edition of ‘Access 

Matters’ LASER is working as a partner in 

the Kent and Medway Collaborative Network to develop a flexible Access cur-

riculum capable of supporting learners from a wide range of backgrounds to 

progress to degree level study. 

The key elements of LASER’s NCOP project are: 

 A stand-alone Access pre-entry/induction course that can be offered 

via a VLE. 

 Learning materials to support the flexible delivery of LASER Access     

Diplomas – including assessments, indicative content and for some units 

an off the shelf ‘blended learning’ package. 

 Support for a new flexible Access course targeting younger learners 

who are either in the further education sector or who have recently left   

formal education. 

 Blended learning materials to support the delivery of LASER’s Access 

to Health and Social Care Diplomas. 

Most of these developments will be made available to all LASER’s approved  

Access centres. 

In the second year of the project we are planning to roll out blended learning 

packages for more LASER Access Diploma titles as well as providing support 

for new Access provision within the Kent and Medway project area.  

Opportunities for consultancy work... 

We are likely to have several consultancy opportunities for subject experts to 

help us write indicative content and learning and assessment materials. We 

are also interested in working with experienced developers of courses for   

delivery via Virtual Learning Environments. Look out for updates and requests 

from LASERC for specific project needs or contact our LASER NCOP Project 

Manager, Alan Myles (a.myles@laser-awards.org.uk). We are delighted to 

have Alan, who amongst other things is an experienced LASER Access exter-

nal moderator, working on this exciting project. 

NEW for next year! Access Academic Subject 

Leaders 

For 2017-18 we are introducing this new role to support staff teaching on   

Access courses in LASER centre. Subject areas include: 

Social Sciences - Humanities, Creative Arts - Natural Sciences - Land-based 

Studies - Health and Social Care - Engineering and Maths 

Subject Leaders will provide expert academic subject sup-

port for LASER and for colleagues working in Access 

providing centres including, exemplar assessment design, 

leading new virtual subject groups, designing indicative  

subject content as well as responding to queries. 

We are planning to appoint individuals to these roles 

ready for September 2017 and we will be advertising later this term. 

http://laser-awards.org.uk/loginuser.asp
http://laser-awards.org.uk/loginuser.asp
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/sas/ncop/
http://laser-awards.org.uk/uFiles/file/Access%20Files/2016-17%20Download%20Documents/News/Access%20News%20January%202017.pdf
http://laser-awards.org.uk/uFiles/file/Access%20Files/2016-17%20Download%20Documents/News/Access%20News%20January%202017.pdf
mailto:http://laser-awards.org.uk/uFiles/file/Access%20Files/2016-17%20Download%20Documents/News/Access%20News%20January%202017.pdf


Email Outage 

As you may be aware LASER suffered a system failure between 18 and 25 May and 

all emails were down for the duration. They are now back up and running, so firstly we 

would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused and secondly we would request 

that if you contacted any LASER staff members via email during that time, please re-

send your email and we will action it as soon as possible.  

LASER ACCESS Fees 2017-18 

Learner registrations on Access courses for 2017-18 will rise from £125 

to £130 per student. We don’t charge additional fees for moderation 

and standardisation activities and our annual centre recognition fee re-

mains lower than most comparable AVAs. This increase will help us to 

sustain the development of the new services and facilities outlined 

above as well as  meeting rising costs during these uncertain times. We still hope that you will see this as being excellent 

value but if you have any queries or questions please don’t hesitate to contact either Sue Martin (Access Development 

Manager) or David Gittins (Chief Executive Officer) using the details at the end of this newsletter. 

LASER Access Contact Information 

Role & Availability Name Email Tel 

CEO David Gittins d.gittins@laser-awards.org.uk 07943 864545 

Access Quality Manager Ken Duckett k.duckett@laser-awards.org.uk 07900 265802 

Access Data Coordination & Admin Officer  Marie Jones m.jones@laser-awards.org.uk 01227 811827 

Access Communications Officer  Georgia Smith g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk 01227 811827 

Access Development Manager Sue Martin s.martin@laser-awards.org.uk 07900 265803  

Access Quality & Moderation Officer  Emma Milton e.milton@laser-awards.org.uk 01227 811827 

Access Validations Officer Nicola Chambers n.chambers@laser-awards.org.uk 01227 811827 

Laser Learning Awards, 

Canterbury Innovation Centre 

University Road 

Canterbury, CT2 7NP 

T: 01227 811827 

W: www.laser-awards.org.uk 

Send us your stories! 

We would love to hear from you with suggestions for news articles and 

with any case studies of your Access students or Access events that 

we could use in future editions or in other promotional materials to 

raise awareness of Access to HE. 

Please email or call Georgia using the details below 
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